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Introduction 
This Interpretive Assessment reviews the 2007 season of the International Interpretive Program 
between Skagit Valley Provincial Park (SVPP) and North Cascades National Park Service 
Complex (NOCA) and offers recommendations for improvement for the 2008 season and 
beyond. 

th 
Ross Lake (SVPP) and Hozomeen (NOCA) campgrounds lie on either side of the 49 parallel 
between Canada and the United States of America, offering distinctive challenges for an 
interpretive program. They are located within the Skagit River Watershed and the North 
Cascades Ecosystem, providing unique opportunities for interpretation across borders. With 
funding provided by grants from the Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission (SEEC) this 
International Interpretive Program continues to explore new territory in partnerships and 
education. 

Environmental Conditions 
The weather conditions for the 2007 season were more variable than for the 2006 season. The 
exceptionally hot, dry days of 2006 occurred at periods during 2007, but were interspersed with 
some wetter and cooler weather. Several weekends were quite rainy, which is likely responsible 
for the low number of visitors in the parks on these weekends. In particular, the July l s t /4 t h long 
weekend, the first weekend of programming, began rainy and cool and probably contributed to 
the campgrounds not filling to capacity this season as they had in 2006. Thanks to the new 
amphitheatre on International Point, programs can now be held under cover in such conditions. 
More than one weekend this season would have seen most programs cancelled due to rain i f the 
covered portion of the amphitheatre had not been available. 

Ross Lake experienced a below average draw down of only about 50 vertical feet over the winter 
this year. Deep winter snow pack and an early heat wave in late May/early June caused the lake 
level to rise quickly this spring. Full pool was reached in late June, before the opening of fishing 
season on July 1 s t. This was about a month earlier than full pool was reached in 2006. 

Corresponding with the earlier rise in lake level, the mosquito population also peaked about a 
month earlier this season than last year. The mosquito conditions did not become severe until 
about the second week of August in 2006, but had reached the same level by mid-July in 2007. 
The mosquito level rises first in the north end of the Ross 
Lake campground (SVPP) and slowly moves southwards, 
eventually reaching the Hozomeen campground (NOCA). 
Mosquito conditions in the Winnebago Flats camping 
area of Hozomeen never become as bad as they are in the 
other sites. High numbers of mosquitoes certainly affect 
visitation numbers in the parks. Visitors sometimes 
comment that they are cutting their stay short due to the 
unpleasantness of dealing with the mosquitoes and 



occasionally people arrive then pack up and leave within a few hours because they are unwilling 
to spend a weekend in such conditions. From a program standpoint, however, the new 
amphitheatre with its mosquito screens was wonderful. B y late July most evening programs were 
held inside unless the night was windy enough to keep the mosquitoes at bay. The ability to 
block out the mosquitoes made the programs much more enjoyable for the audience, as well as 
the presenters. Previously, some audience members would leave the programs early because they 
were too annoyed by the biting mosquitoes. The mosquito-free zone inside the amphitheatre 
encouraged visitors stay for the entire duration of the programs. 

The water level in Ross Lake began dropping by mid-August and at the end of Labor Day 
weekend was a little more than 2 feet below full pool. This was still high enough for recreational 
use on both sides of the border. 

P E R S O N A L S E R V I C E S 

Staffing 

Unavoidable circumstances led to a change in the staffing situation 
for the 2007 season. The B C Parks Interpreter, A J Fedoruk, returned 
for her second season as part of the International Interpretive 
Partnership, but no permanent Hozomeen Interpreter was hired by 
the North Cascades National Park Service Complex. Instead, N O C A 
Interpreters were sent to Hozomeen for the weekends on a rotating 
schedule. The B C Parks Interpreter was funded for a 35 hour work 
week through a grant from S E E C . S E E C funding was used to pay 
the N O C A Interpreters for the time that they spent at Hozomeen. A J 
lived full time at Hozomeen, while the N O C A Interpreters arrived 
on Friday afternoons/evenings and departed on Monday 
mornings/afternoons. A total of six different N O C A Interpreters 
were sent to Hozomeen over the course o f the summer. Two of these 
Interpreters, Nathaniel Shober and L i l y Hickenbottom, each spent 

three weekends at Hozomeen. This situation created many challenges for the interpretive 
program, as well as for all staff members that were involved in the logistics of scheduling, 
transportation, and orientation. The N O C A Interpreter was typically transported to Hozomeen by 
L a w Enforcement on Fridays and taken back to the southern end of the lake by Maintenance on 
Mondays. The North Cascades Visitor 's Center provided transportation from the Ross Lake Trail 
back to the Visitor 's Center. This regular shuttling of an Interpreter created a burden on other 
park divisions that would not normally be involved in the running 
of the interpretive program on a regular basis. In addition, only one 
of the N O C A Interpreters had previously been to Hozomeen, and 
in that lone case it had been many years, and there had been many 
changes, since the Interpreter had been there. This meant that other 
than the few weekends when Nathaniel or L i l y returned, every 
week the N O C A Interpreter had to be oriented to the location and 
trained as to how the program runs. This person was usually only 
gaining some comfort with the system by the time the weekend 



was over, and since most Interpreters only spent one weekend at Hozomeen they did not make 
further use of this training. Interpreters that were sent to Hozomeen ranged from GS-5 Rangers 
to Volunteer Interns, and consequently were of varying ski l l and experience levels in 
interpretation. Every weekend the N O C A Interpreter delivered one evening program; other 
programs varied from week to week. The aim each weekend was to achieve a balance between 
the two Interpreters with each delivering one evening and one Junior/Jerry's Ranger program, the 
N O C A Interpreter presenting a short prop talk and the S V P P Interpreter leading a guided hike. 
This balance was achieved on most weekends, with a few having the balance shifted to the S V P P 
Interpreter. Because of the difficulties inherent in the rotating schedule, the basic format for the 
interpretive program was not altered much from last season. This format seems to work quite 
well , but with more consistency in the interpretive staff in the future it can probably be fine-
tuned. 

Because there was not a permanent Park Service Interpreter at Hozomeen, the B C Parks 
Interpreter, A J Fedoruk, anchored the interpretive operations at Hozomeen/Skagit Valley 
Provincial Park. A J was instrumental in making the programs possible and effective at 
Hozomeen as she took the lead and arranged program schedules, trained Park Service 
Interpreters from week to week, and developed new and interesting programs. Her easy-going 
and cheerful attitude was essential in making things work, including her vast knowledge on the 
area and ability to create highly effective programs. Without a doubt, i f A J was not the person 
that she is, and i f she was not at Hozomeen/Skagit Valley Provincial Park the interpretive 
program would not have worked as well as it did. 

Other staffing within both N O C A and S V P P was limited. The 
Hozomeen Campground had one full time Law Enforcement (LE) 
Ranger who patrolled the campground and all o f Ross Lake. The 
Hozomeen L E Ranger is now a permanent position; the 
consistency that this w i l l bring should aid in the future running of 
Hozomeen in general, but also meant that he spent more time 
working out of Marblemount than was the case last season. The L E 
Ranger assisted the interpreters by informing visitors who asked 
about the program schedule and occasionally made appearances at 
evening programs while in uniform. The interpreters' role in visitor 
contact was also important with regards to educating the campers 

on park policies and rules as they roved through the campgrounds. N O C A also had two 
maintenance workers stationed at Hozomeen who traded off weeks. Wednesdays were an 
overlap day when both maintenance staff were working. Their time was split between the 
Hozomeen campground and the backcountry campsites on Ross 
Lake. During the month of July there was also a V I P (Volunteers in 
Parks) stationed at Hozomeen. The VIP , working under the direction 
of the L E Ranger, staffed the Ranger Station, took care of 
backcountry permits and worked on other projects as requested. The 
B C Interpreter assisted with backcountry permits after the V I P left at 
the end of July. B C Parks had three Rangers in charge of law 
enforcement, trails, etc. for the South Fraser Area (35 parks and 
recreation areas, including SVPP) . The Park Facility Operator (PFO) 


