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Introduction 
This Interpretive Assessment reviews the 2006 season of the International Interpretive Program 
between Skagit Valley Provincial Park (SVPP) and North Cascades National Park Service 
Complex (NOCA) and offers recommendations for improvement for the 2007 season and 
beyond. 

Ross Lake (SVPP) and Hozomeen (NOCA) campgrounds lie on either side of the 49 t h parallel 
between Canada and the United States of America, offering distinctive challenges for an 
interpretive program. They are located within the Skagit River Watershed and the North 
Cascades Ecosystem, providing unique opportunities for interpretation across borders. With 
funding provided by grants from the Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission (SEEC) this 
International Interpretive Program continues to explore new territory in partnerships and 
education. 

Environmental Conditions 
The 2006 season's weather was excellent. The normal cloudy rainy days of June and early July 
did not happen. The skies cleared up in mid June and remained so through out the summer. The 
weather seemed warmer than normal but that did not adversely affect visitation, and in fact may 
have increased the number of people choosing to visit the parks. With all the wonderful weather 
there were no programs cancelled this year due to rain. This is probably an oddity. 

Ross Lake experienced a large draw down of 160 vertical feet over the winter this year. For the 
opening of fishing season, July 1st, and the kick off of the camping season the lake was 
approximately 4.5 feet below full pool. This is low, but 
still high enough to allow for recreational use, including 
the use of the northern-most boat launches, on both sides 
of the border. Also at this time the water level allowed 
good fishing opportunities in terms of area and depth of 
water for those anglers fishing on the Canadian portion of 
the lake. 

The lake approached full pool earlier this year and did 
reach full pool. By mid July the lake was one foot below full pool and around July 28 i n the lake 
reached full pool. As we watched the lake level rise we knew the mosquito population would 
begin to increase. In mid July the amount of mosquito larva collected in preparation for the water 
creature program was sounding the alarm of what was to come. Each weekend during the 
evening programs the mosquitoes were becoming more and more numerous, annoying and 
distracting. During one of the showings of "Return to Wildness" the mosquitoes were so pesky 
that some of the audience got to their feet and walked back and forth, while still watching the 
video, trying to lessen the affects of the mosquitoes. The number of mosquitoes continued to 
grow but had not peaked during the program season. Thankfully next year the amphitheater will 
be completed and provide shelter from the mosquitoes and rain. Seattle City Light started to very 
slowly draw down the lake around August 19 t h, and at the end of Labor Day weekend the water 
level was just a little less than 2 feet below full pool, still high enough for recreational use. 



Housing 
Living in the housing at Hozomeen is the 
ideal situation for the interpretive rangers 
versus living in Hope B.C. or elsewhere. Both 
the N O C A and BC Parks Interpretive Rangers 
were allowed to stay in the housing units. To 
run the most efficient interpretive operation 
and offer the visitor's the most programs 
possible this needs to continue. Living at 
Hozomeen allows the rangers to spend as 
much time as possible in the resource 
contacting the visitors, learning the resource, 
and researching and developing programs and 
interpretive media. Accommodations farther away would result in a great loss of time spent 
commuting and would seriously hamper the interpreters' ability to become familiar with the area 
and its recreational opportunities. Familiarity with the campgrounds and hiking trails is 
important for assisting visitors with planning their stay. 

The interpretive rangers lived in the same apartment and had separate sleeping rooms. The 
female BC Parks interpreter ranger shared a room with the Student Conservation Association 
volunteer. The housing situation is in flux each year and could lead to the interpreters sharing a 
room. If they are of opposite genders the housing situation should be explained before hiring the 
interpreter. As part of the SEEC grant, money was available for the BC Parks Interpreter's rent 
and she was signed up as an NPS volunteer, allowing her to stay in NPS housing. 

Amphitheater 
A l l evening programs were held at the International Point Amphitheater. The amphitheater area 
was also the place where the Jerry's Ranger and Junior Ranger Programs were conducted. This 
location is a beautiful area with wonderful views in every direction. The new amphitheater was 
being constructed behind the current amphitheater screen. The construction area was a little 
distracting visually but it was only short term. The new structure will fit in nicely to the 
surroundings and be an appealing addition to the International Point area. The only draw back to 
the current, soon to be old and nonexistent, amphitheater was the benches. They were either too 
low to the ground or very rotten. Seating/benches for the 
new amphitheater have not been created or funded yet. 
Please see recommendation portion of this assessment for a 
description of the ideal benches for the new structure. 

Vehicle 
The vehicle provided by BC Parks, a Ford Ranger pickup, 
was practical for use by the interpreters at Hozomeen. A 2 
inch ball was purchased and installed on the bumper to pull 
the solar trailer. This was adequate for the short trips to 
International Point. There was no lighting harness installed 
to provide lights for the trailer. This may be a safety issue. The safety risk may be small due to 
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the relatively short distance and lack of traffic, but a risk nonetheless, and it does not set a good 
example to the public for the rangers not to follow the highest safety standards. 

The BC Parks vehicle was provided in exchange for the housing of the BC Parks Ranger. The 
N O C A interpreter was signed on as a volunteer for BC Parks and this allowed him to drive the 
vehicle. 

Interpretive Resources 

Solar Tra i l e r 

This device was purchased through a SEEC grant and began being used in 2003. The solar 
equipment is a great addition to the interpretive program. It provides consistent, clean and quiet 
power. We never ran into any difficulties in the operation or use of the solar equipment. It offers 

the major advantage of a quiet energy source compared to 
that of a gas powered generator. The vehicle used this 
year to pull the solar generator is still gasoline powered 
and not as environmentally friendly as the cart. To further 
the message of sustainability an electric cart may be a 
good option in the future. See the recommendation 
portion of this assessment for more on the electric cart 
idea. The solar panel could be utilized in other areas of 
operation too. It could supply power to the ranger station 
and will supply power to the new amphitheater. 

Publications 
The publications produced in the past were used this year. The Chittenden Meadow and Obelisk 
Trail pamphlets were available at the respective trailheads. Hozomeen is in need of new 
interpretive signage communicating the importance of the area along with orientating the visitor. 
The N O C A Interpretive Ranger would have liked to develop a pamphlet. It would have been a 
map and guide for the Upper Skagit River. It was decided again this year to postpone a pamphlet 
until further details are made clear on the construction of a road and extension of the lakeside 
trail at Hozomeen. The decision and action on the road should be made by next summer. 

Miscellaneous equipment 
The interpretive program is slowly building up a good supply of office equipment, interpretive 
props, and Hozomeen library. Both BC Parks and N O C A provided a laptop computer for their 
respective employees. BC Parks provided a digital camera. N O C A provided a L C D projector for 
the evening programs and a combination flatbed scanner/laser printer/photo copier/fax. The fax 
feature is not much use at Hozomeen where there are no phones, but the scanner and laser printer 
were a nice addition. The only downfall, which is minor, with this equipment is the inability to 
print color pictures. 

P E R S O N A L S E R V I C E S 



Staffing 
Two seasonal interpreters were hired for the 2006 season through S E E C funding/grants. The B C 
Parks Interpreter, A J Fedoruk, was new to the international interpretive partnership. The North 
Cascades National Park Service Complex Interpreter, Doug Vogel , returned for his second 
season. There was still a lot of crunching and cramming in order to gain a decent understanding 
of the resource and program prior to the start of the season by A J . Doug also did a lot of research 
to create new programs and to improve existing ones. There was a difference in hours worked 
among the two agencies. The B C Parks Interpreter 
could only work 35 hours, while the N O C A interpreter 
had a 40 hour work week. Both these positions were a 
full time commitment to interpretation. 

Other staffing within both N O C A and S V P P was 
limited. How this influenced the interpretive program it 
is not certain. The Hozomeen Campground had one full 
time seasonal Law Enforcement (LE) Ranger that 
covered the campground, the international border, and 
the whole Ross Lake basin (The permanent L E Ranger was stationed down on Highway 20 and 
on paternity leave). The L E Ranger had a stronger presence in the area compared to last year, 
and he also attended many evening program while in uniform showing presence and support. 
Sti l l , the interpreters' role of visitor contact was important. We assisted the L E ranger in 
educating the campers on park policies and rules as we roved through the campgrounds. A t 
times, our contacts were more of a rules education than a connection to the resource. With the 
high frequency of contacts the N O C A and S V P P interpreters created good rapport with some of 
the campers. The rapport created with visitors that usually did not attend interpretive programs 
encouraged them to attend and some did. There was a Student Conservation Association 
volunteer stationed at Hozomeen. There was some interest expressed by the S C A to conduct 
interpretive programs but this never came to fruition. N O C A also had two maintenance workers 
stationed at Hozomeen (always having one person on duty). Their time was split between the 
Hozomeen area and camping locations on Ross Lake. 

T ra in ing 
The N O C A interpreter was able to attend training sessions throughout the season. He attended an 
eight hour wildland fire fighter refresher course which enabled him to participate in wildland fire 
suppression i f required. In July he attended a 16 hour course for operation of pumps and water 
use which is a qualification that wildland firefighters need for pump operations during a fire. 
Early June the N O C A interpreter attended one day of the interpretive seasonal training. 

In late July B C Parks provided an orientation on the British Columbia parks system. A s the 
S V P P interpreter was not a native of British Columbia, she was not particularly familiar with 
their provincial park system in general. While ideally this orientation would have occurred 
earlier in the season, both the N O C A and S V P P interpreters learned valuable information that 
helped them provide better service to the park visitors (many of whom are from B C regardless of 
which side of the border they are camped on) and helped in the development of our programs. 
Both interpreters agreed that this orientation session was a benefit and that in the future it would 


