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The Interviews, Phase Il (April — July 2004)

What follows are edited transcripts from the Skagit Oral History Project, Phase |l interviews. The original,
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Joel Connelly (Interviewed April 17, 2004)

Joel Connelly grew up in Western Washington and maintains a personal connection to the magical
landscapes of the region. A reporter with the Seattle Post-Intelligencer since the early 1970s, he covered
the Ross dam controversy for the paper, as well as issues dealing with energy, the environment and
Canada more generally. He continues to write for the P-| as a national correspondent with a focus on the
local political, cultural and environmental concerns of the Northwest. Joel currently resides in Seattle,
Washington, but is likely found hiking in the North Cascades.

| grew up in Bellingham at a time when the battle
over the creation of the North Cascades National
Park was going full throttle. My parents were
hikers so we hiked the mountains of the “Magic
Skagit”, a nickname | learned early in life, and
also drove the bumpy road down from the
Chilliwack area to the Canadian side of the line,
took a look at the Valley, which was just beginning
to get recreational use, and went through one of
the quirkier border crossings in the state.

Much later, with the Seattle P-I, | began writing
about environmental subjects, and this had been
one on the front burner for a very long period of
time. But also, beginning with the first year | was
with the P-/, | started covering Canada for the
paper. At that time, you had the short-lived Social
Democratic government of Premier Dave Barrett,
which was also quite a nationalist government.
The Barrett government intensified opposition to

raising the dam; made a nationalist issue out of
the agreement to pay the City of Seattle
something like $35,700 a year that its
predecessor had signed. | covered the then
Minister of Land and Water Resources, Bob
Williams, on a canoe trip down the river, which a
Seattle City Light consultant had said cannot be
canoed. And the P-/ early on was committed to a
peaceful settlement in which Seattle would get
power from British Columbia but would not raise
the Dam, which of course would have flooded not
only eight miles of the Skagit river and British
Columbia, but also, more importantly, at least to
the Connelly family, the Big Beaver Valley on our
side of the line.

Why was that Valley in particular important?

Enormous red cedar forests. We've got some
great cedar valleys remaining in the state - the

Joel Connelly (April 17, 2004)
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Little Boulder River, now a wilderness east of
Everett - but some of the great cedar forests in the
Cascade range are in the Big Beaver Valley.
Again, it was one of those places that nobody
knew. Seattle City Light's consuitant - you know,
the person who was supposed to be determining
the various valleys - undertook what could only be
described as timber cruising in the area. And you
had folks such as Joe and Margaret Miller who
lived in the valley for a period of time that finally
brought out, if there are gains and pains, what
would be the pains in this case of raising the Dam.

| heard about the issue a long time ago. Seattle
City Light had built, as | recall, a 500-foot high
dam, had the authorization to build a 621-foot high
dam. | was a-graduate student at the time of the
first demonstration in 1970 in which the American
folk singer, Melvina Reynolds, author of Little
Boxes, sang at the Skagit. It was also very
interesting, again, when | came upon this in a
professional sense, covering Canadian politics.
You have deep political fissures up there - parties
do stand for things and so on - but this was one
issue in which people from various parties did
cooperate and so you had, for instance, the Run
Out Skagit Spoilers committee, the ROSS
committee. The lawyer who incorporated it, John
Fraser, was a conservative. The young firebrand
physician who was fighting to save the valley,
Tom Perry, was democratic socialist, a member of
the New Democratic Party. And so, again, this
was very unusual for Canada, a cause that
spanned partisan consideration.

John Fraser is a friend of more than 30 years
standing. | got to know him as a result of this
particular issue. He was a highly influential
member of parliament. He was the speaker of
Canada’s House of Commons. He is still a major
back stage player. In addition to saving the Skagit,
he is probably the person, more than anyone else,
responsible for the creation of the Haida Gwaii
National Park Reserve in the southern Queen
Charlotte Islands. Basically, a man of great
influence because [of] the blue blood in his veins -
the conservative politics - but also the fact that he
is a strong environmentalist. Unfortunately, in our
country, very few people combine those values
anymore,

| had the energy beat with the Seattle P-/ in the
late 70’s and early 1980’s. This mainly concerned
the coverage of the Washington Public Power
Supply System’s nuclear construction program,
which for a time threatened to melt down the
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economy of the Pacific Northwest. There was a
series of other issues involving the Skagit River.
Puget Sound Power and Light Company wanted
to build twin reactors in the lower part of the river.
You, of course, had the High Ross controversy in
the upper part of the river, and for a time Seattle
City Light proposed to build a dam at Copper
Creek just above Marblemount that would have
flooded an additional ten miles of the river. The
river is not named the Magic Skagit for nothing:
the discovery of an earthquake fault eventually
drove the nuclear plant out; the threat to one of
the great winter populations of bald eagles in the
United States stopped Copper Creek; and of
course, public opposition and a cross-boundary,
negotiated settlement stopped High Ross. ltis as
though the river protected itself. And again, none
of these projects ultimately was needed.

A few years back, a friend of mine from college
and his fiancé (he was a self described venture
capitalist) came out. Myself and my late spouse
took them out to Mount Baker, and on the way
back we swung by a fundraiser: Skagitonians
Concerned About Nuclear Power. And two of the
old ladies who were leaders of this, Helen Day
and Sophie Nebble came up and hugged me and
we talked for a bit and so on. My friend from back
East asked incredulously, “Do these people have
any influence?” And | said, “They helped stop a
twin nuclear project, and by holding this valley,
have contributed substantially to the solvency of
the utility that once wished to build it.” Sophie
was a Skagit dairy farmer. Helen was the veteran
liberal activist of the valley.

In terms of High Ross, the first thing | did was,
with a bunch of friends, (was) hike into the Big
Beaver Valley. It was one of those times when
winter came late, so we could, in late November-
early December, on a bitterly cold but clear day,
hike down to Ross Dam, across Ross Dam and
then the six miles to the entrance to the valley.
Then spent a couple of days exploring the valley.
It was frozen solid so the mosquito population was
not to be bothered with. (1) took a look at what the
pains would be to go along with the gains, and |
came back and did a little bit of research. I'd
written about it a great deal in terms of political
back and forth kind of thing but getting into the Big
Beaver Valley and basically seeing what was at
stake intensified my interest. it would probably be
1980, 1981 - in there. It would be just as the
negotiations were about to coalesce. The Royer
administration made the commitment to negotiate.



A few words on the politics of the situation. While
in the [Skagit Oral HistoryProject Phase 1]
interviews everybody sounds smooth in terms of .
discovering people that they could negotiate with
and so on, there was initially a great deal of

- ignorance on each side of the border in terms of
how government on the other side worked. The
Mayor of Seattle offered to negotiate with the
premier of British Columbia, who of course did not
consider a mayor to be his counterpart. The
British Columbia government put an extremely
capable person in as Environment Minister as a
signal to Seattle that it was willing to negotiate, a
signal that Seattle was a little bit slow to take up
on. But eventually the whole coalesced intoa -
situation in which you had the technical experts
and so on, but two fun loving guys: British
Columbia minister Stephen Rogers and Seattle .
Deputy Mayor Bob Royer, who were the point
people on this.

The technical experts talk gibberish. Luckily you

had some very interesting political figures on this.

- John Fraser, of course, believed in his cause
passionately. Bob Royer was a breezy, candid
person. So was Rogers who was [a] former
airline pilot, and a very, very, very, very funny -
person. The environmental groups on both sides
of the border - North Cascades Conservation

- Council is a bunch of people who have worked
together for, at that time, better than 30 years,
now better than 50 years. - But you also had the
enormous repository of information: the Millers,
who spent a summer in the valley; and also Pat -
Goldsworthy who had been with the issue for a
very, very long period of time. On the Canadian
side, Ken Farquharson ...was in Scotland part of
the time and impossible to track down there. But
Tom Perry was usually available and again has
become a friend of long standing.

There's yet a fourth controversy, namely, if you
look at Manning Park in British Columbia it does
not cover some of the absolute headwaters of the
Skagit, and so there's a major campaign on to.
create a Cascade provincial park or a Skagit
Provincial Park immediately to the west of the
Skagit. So there are people from the Okanagan-
Similkameen Historical Society, took me on a long
weekend hike where we went up to the edge of
the Skagit watershed in one place on the
Dewdney trail, and then swung around to the
historical Whatcom trail; which is very steep
incidentally, and came down that way. So, agam
- a good deal of fieldwork.
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The P-/, almost from the beginning, supported a
negotiated settlement to this. We praised then
governor, Dan Evans, in the early 1970’s in which
he took this position. We were strongly critical
when, as one of her first acts in office, governor
Dixie Lee Ray, in 1977, rescinded that and
changed the State's position to one of all out
advocacy of the raising of the dam. So the
newspaper was on the side of the angels, and
quntIy, sowasl.

How did you express that in the art/cles7

Quite simply, first of all by going into-the field to
the Big Beaver Valley and so on, and basically
taking a look at what would have beén flooded.
Ditto with the Upper Skagit. Spending some time
there, bedeviling the British Columbia government
on the Cascade wilderness issue because the
government at the time was impervious. On the
one hand they were paying at least lip service to
preserving the lower part of the valley, while on
the other hand they seemed ready to log the hell
out of the upper part of the valley. So, basically .
taking a critical stand toward both those on the
Seattle City Council that wanted to raise the dam
and a critical posture toward the British Columbia
government for wanting to protect the lower valley
but at the same time designating - some were
later withdrawn - timber sales on some of the
more historic trails in the region.

Environmental issues simmer for a long time,
suddenly become hot and then cool off again.
The Skagit nuclear plant was basically considered
a kind of a sideline battle between Puget Power
and the environmental groups until a possibly
active earthquake fault was found running through
the valley underneath the plant site. The Copper -~
Creek dam became, again, a quiet battle until the
winter raft trips to see the bald eagles took off,
and the project was perceived to be a threat to
them. High Ross was always more of an
emotional issue because it was both a
nationalistic and environmental issue on the
Canadian side and it was more of a cause for the
environmental groups on the American side.
Again, Seattle City Light's early consultants had fit
the classic definition of “biostitutes”; people who
were hired to justify a proposed course of action,
rather than point out any facts that would stand in
its way.

.Did you get many reader responses on your

articles? Letters?

Joel Connelly (April 17, 2004)
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The most delightful was ...from Puget Power
president John Ellis in the P-I editorial board.
Well, of course his utility had its main concern
down valley with the nuclear plant. Mr. Ellis
supported the raising of Ross Dam and Mr. Ellis
‘had a contentious relationship with the P-/ at the
time because we were: A, critical of his nuclear
plant; B, because we had a cartoonist named Ray
Collins who had a strip called - the strip's major
character was Dipstick the Duck, who on several
occasions went by a nuclear plant site and found
a radiation-zonked bear. So you actually had the
president of the state's largest public utility
delivering tirades in the editorial board about a
cartoon duck. But at the same time, he didn't like
me either and he didn't like me because of what |
- was writing about the Skagit nuclear plant at one
end of the valley and the High Ross project at the
other. There was vigorous debate in the “Letters”
pages of the paper over the virtues of the dam,
particularly after one contentious hearing at the
Seattle City Council in which Councilman Sam
Smith argued strenuously in favor of raising the
Dam and some people took his remarks as being
a great gust of common sense in the debate.
Others were appalled. The whole thing was
coming to a head in the early 1980’s.

You mentioned there were cartoons that were
reinforcing some of the points you were making in
your articles. What other images would be used in
conjunction with the text?

Not many. It's always been very difficult to spring
loose a photographer for a three or four day hiking
trip. So, generally the pictures we used were
simply of Ross Lake. A few of the pictures had
been supplied by the Millers ran with stories. Of
course | wrote about them since they at that time
had moved on from the Big Beaver Valley and
were involved in the restoring of the plants and
the much trampled meadows of Cascade Pass.

You mentioned some biostitutes... how did you
handle the technical information that people talked
about, and what kind of role did you see that
playing in the controversy?

It was always necessary to measure the optimistic
statements of the politicians against the technical
difficulties of realizing what they were talking
about. Its one thing to say British Columbia will
sell ‘x” amount of power to Seattle. Its quite
another thing to find out what precise projects that
power is going to come from, where it is going to
be transmitted. So you will find in some of the

Joel Connelly (April 17, 2004)

other interviews that you've done, careful tribute
given [to], for instance, Seattle City Light
economist John Gibson, who is absolutely
essential in translating the general agreements of
the politicians we’re talking about into the
technical language to cover a long term treaty.

What were some of the other headlines that were
of notable articles that you put out?

The paper gave me [a] very nice Sunday spread
on hiking the Whatcom and Dewdney trails. They
used a picture from one of the Vancouver papers
when there was [an] all-party gathering in the
upper Skagit on the British Columbia side to kind
of reinforce the fact that everybody in-the political -~
life of the Province did not want the valley to be
flooded.

Aside from your role being a journalist in the
controversy, what kind of social involvement did
you have with other people and other players,
environmentalists...?

First of all, | was covering British Columbia for a
lot of other reasons too, and was able to burrow
fairly deeply into its government, have access to
its senior people in cabinet and even the
premieres, both Barrett and Bennett, although
they were from opposite sides of the political
system. Mr. Fraser and myself again had become
friends of longstanding - just had breakfast in
Vancouver last month. Perry and | drank scotch
the night before. So that - anyway these people -
you meet quality people and you kind of
remember them as news sources and so forth
when you need to take bearings on things, such
as the situation.

Ultimately the agreement was a very, very good

.thing | think, in terms of teaching each side how

the other worked, and also in terms of the quality
of the natural environment that was saved, and
third, | would argue, the amount of attention it put
on the threatened valleys on both sides of the
border. And most of this territory was ultimately
protected. ' .

Do you continue a connection with that part of the
region?

Yes | do, for a number of reasons. First, the
Skagit Environmental Endowment has helped with
some of my recreating, notably by bridging two
streams at the start of a particularly strenuous
trail. Second thing is that the Chilliwack Ranger

-



District of the British Columbia forest service has -

believed in scalping trees all the way to the
American border, even if it's right to the border of
our North Cascades National Park. So you have
some major logging atrocities that have been
committed along the border, west of Ross Lake
and that continue to be committed along the
border, and | do my best to give them some bad
ink on this.

When you think back on this particular story, is it
one of the road marks you look back on?

We have a long-standing tradition here in this
state of eventually doing the right thing on
environmental issues. When | was a kid growing
up in Bellingham the timber industry was
denouncing advocates of the North Cascades
National Park and of preserving Glacier Peak
wilderness as bird watchers. In a memorable
case, one conservationist, who actually worked at
the pulp mill in Bellingham, stood up in Happy
Valley school and pointed a finger at the timber
industry guy and said, “You're the bird watcher,
mister. The bird you're watching is the eagle on
the dollar bill.” Well, eventually we created a
Glacier Peak Wilderness Area and later expanded
it. We created North Cascades National Park. We
created an open lakes wilderness. We passed a -
Congress passed a 1984 wilderness bill. We |
solved the Ross dam controversy. So there was,
over the years, a great deal of progress to the
point where about 12 percent of the land in the
state has been protected under the Wilderness
Act in my lifetime.

What disturbs me now is that the bi-partisan and
cross-party lines tradition, and even cross
boundary traditions that allowed us to work these
things out are being lost. And you now have for
instance an apparent impasse over what would
seem to be a very non-controversial issue: the
Wild Sky Wilderness - east of Everett- attempts to
foster greater cross-boundary cooperation in the
North Cascades have generally come to naught.
So | don't think the US authorities, for instance,
are being informed at all about grizzly bear
restoration in Manning Park just over the border,
nor have the Canadians consulted at all on plans
to log again along the boundary of our North
Cascades National Park at Depot Creek. In the
Chilliwack district, one recent notable atrocity:
there's a tiny little valley that is surrounded by, but
not included, in the Skagit Provincial Park, in
Manning Park, but it's not in either one of them.
They've gone in and logged it without any

Skagit Oral History Project Phase Il

environmental studies or anything like this. So,
I've covered a large number of battles that have
ended up in victory for the good and the true, but

_ things are not as optimistic as they were 20 years

ago.

Why the breakdown in the transboundary tradition
of cooperation?

The present British Columbia government under
Gordon Campbell is both anti-environmental and
also quite insular. They own 77 of 79 seats in the
British Columbia legislature, they don’t have to
listen to anybody. Our forests in the northwest got
an enormous amount of attention - regular visits
by cabinet secretaries and the like during the
Clinton administration as they were putting
together the Northwest Forest Plan. You have far
less attention, far less resources and so on
devoted to same during the Bush administration,
and a natural tendency to be more sympathetic to
rural groups who see transboundary cooperation
and so on in terms of United Nations takeover,
sacrifices of private property and sovereignty and
so forth. Plans ten years ago for an international
park in the North Cascades came to naught for
that reason.

How much involvement has there been of local
people in terms of their activism for or against,
and have you been involved in interviewing them
for your articles? :

Ten yeas ago, again, when a transboundary
national park was being proposed, we had a
strong amount of opposition from property rights
people in Okanogan County. So, (we) interviewed
them of course. Let's see, what else? I've
interviewed conservation groups in British
Columbia more recently about the logging of the
area flagged by the Skagit and the Manning -
parks. And I've resumed a little bit of journalistic
fire at the Chilliwack District, which God knows
deserves it. North Cascades Conservation
Council continues to monitor this, although its
activists are getting, frankly, older. | pay some
attention to the North Cascades Institute. And,
what else? Once | get a brace put in my right foot
I'l be back hiking this summer.

Oh, great! You mentioned sort of a generational
turnover potentially. I'm wondering, one, at the
time, did you consider yourself an activist? Or part
of an activist group? And second question would
be, do you see differences between your

Joel Connelly (April 17, 2004)
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generation of people concerned about the
environment and coming generations?

Well, coming generations are very deeply
concerned about the environment, but often in
terms of one's personal behavior, in terms of
restoring streams, you know, various local
actions. | was fortunate enough to grow up in
northwest Washington at a time when three of the
great seminal battles of the environment, and in
North America, were being waged in my backyard
- three things which really put the environmental
movement on the map. The first was the effort to
get a North Cascades National Park in our
mountains against the opposition of the timber
industry, which had long been dominant in the
State’s economy. The second was when
Kennecott Copper proposed a half-mile wide open
pit mine in the heart of the Glacier Peak
wilderness on Miner’s Ridge, right between Image
Lake and Semiahmoo Pass. This is something
marvelously depicted in a chapter in John
McFee's book, Encounters with the Archdruid, on
David Brower. The opposition to this featured
hikes by then Supreme Court justice William
O’Douglass [and] Mt. Vernon physician Fred
Darvill, invaded the Kennecott Copper
shareholders meeting in New York, holding up a
large picture of Glacier Peak and Image Lake.
Ultimately Senator Jackson threatened to open
matters of the 1872 mining law in order to block
Kennecott from doing this. So again, a huge open
pit mine in a pristine place. It was also one of the
places where the Sierra Club delivered, in the late
60s, it's famous advertising campaign, when the
dams threatened the Grand Canyon, which had
the famous headline:; “Would you flood the Sistine
chapel so the tourists could get close to the
ceiling?” The one on Miner's Ridge was an open
pit visible from the moon. The third battle was on
Guemes Island north of Anacortes - which, may or
may not be in the San Juans, depending upon
how you define them - where there was a
proposal to put down an enormous aluminum
smelter, greatly supported by local county
commissioners, fought by the residents of
Guemes Island, their Lutheran parson, and two
lawyers, John Ehrlichmann and ‘Eagle’ Bud
Krogh, who would later achieve great notoriety
and serve prison sentences as aides in the Nixon
White House.

So, all of this was in, say, the late 60’s, was going
on. Ross Dam was percolating and was about to
become the first major transboundary
environmental issue. So | basically grew up with

Joe! Connelly (April 17, 2004)

this going on in my back yard. And it's a wonderful
way of learning about conservation politics. My
mother was a freelance writer who did stuff for
Time-Life. When Life magazine did its first major
cover piece on the endangered American
environment, circa 1960, a picture of the pulp mill
and tobacco spit-like waters of Bellingham Bay
graced Life magazine courtesy of Dolly Connelly.

You've mentioned that the State has been fairly
good on environmental issues, and the activists
have had many successes. I'm wondering
whether you feel the future is as optimistic for our
generation coming...?

Certainly not if global warming overwhelms the
progress we've made here. If we take all of these
measures to protect salmon habitat and so on
they will go for naught if the ocean warms, the
mackerels and other predator fish move north in
the Pacific and eat the salmon when they're out in
the ocean. Having the Magic Skagit reserve
protected ... the Magic Skagit will not run as it
does now if some of the great glaciers of the
North Cascades shrink or melt, or if our snow
pack in the winter goes down and if the run off-.
season is much shorter. Nor will we get the
amount of electricity we get from it to power those
toasters in Seattle. So global warming threatens
to screw up both the ecology and the economic
life of the Northwest as much or more as just
about any other part of the world | can think of..
So, that would be the reason for pessimism.

In terms of the political struggles, you have a
constant. There is great public support for
preserving the natural features of the northwest
that make us livable, and that is pitted against
special interests which want resource extraction
and so you will always have campaigns for
wilderness. You will always have timber industry
front groups opposing them. You will always have
local committees trying to preserve heron
rookeries. You will always have the Bureau of
Building Industry Association of Washington trying
to eviscerate the Growth Management Act. Those
will be the constants.

To return to the Ross Dam issue and the final
signing of the treaty and creation of the Skagit
Environmental Endowment Commission - were
you involved in those developments?

| tracked as closely as | possibly can since the
negotiations were taking place elsewhere. The
reaching of the agreement was at the airport when
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the negotiators came home and so on. In terms of
the formal ceremony, | can’'t remember being
there. The feeling was, | suppose, we had

~ covered the issue exhaustively, the ceremony was
designed mainly for news organizations that
hadn't.

And the Skagit Environmental Endowment
- Commission, are you involved with that
commission?

I've been aware of its work. | know people - the
first enlightened National Forest supervisor we
had here, Don Campbell of the Mount
Baker/Snoqualmie National Forest in retirement,
became, | believe, the chairman of the
Endowment Commission. And on a more
particular level, one of the great hikes, one of the
great multi-day backpack trips of the Cascade
range is Crater Mountain Devil's Dome, which
loops around Jack Peak, the great 9,000 footer
just east of Ross Lake. The hike’s first day
features 3,900 feet of vertical elevation gain to a
little tarn called our Crater Lake. It used to be that
you had to go to the east bank trail head and
cross Ruby Creek on a suspension bridge there
and then hike three miles upstream along the
creek before you could then gain the 3,900 feet of
elevation and four miles up to Crater Lake,
because Ruby and Granite Creek come together
right at about that point and; through much of the
summer, neither one of them is fordable. So
again, Skagit Environmental Endowment bridged
both of those creeks. The floods of last year may
have taken the bridges out for all | know, but
basically save four miles of very boring hiking. So
my thanks to the Skagit Environmental
Endowment was to be able to get all the way up 1o
Crater Lake while the sun was still shining and
while myself and friends could get out a bottle of
whiskey and go to a particularly lovely overlook
and look all the way back down from whence we
had come. ‘

Andnow you play a part in helping protect that
area?

Again, this is homeland. Another thing: | was a
very little boy at the time, but during the early
1950's we had some of America's preeminent
beat poets working as lookouts. So Gary Snyder
spent a summer on Crater Mountain. He was
later up on Sourdough. Jack Kerouac spent a
summer up on Desolation Peak. There was a
wonderful event a couple of summers ago in July,
where Snyder came back and there was kind of a

reunion of people that had been on those lookouts
in the early 1950s. So even a bit of American
cultural history since, you know. Snyder.did some
spectacular writing up on Sourdough in particular,
and Jack Kerouac's Desolation Angels was
inspired by the twin towers of Mount Hozomeen
just north of Desolation.

How did you become a reporter?

| was between masters and PhD at the University
of Washington and | got a summer replacement
job at the P-/. ‘Loved the work. Had a certain
grounding in various issues and places in one
thing or another so that they discovered that |
could start with a leg up, and one of the first things
| did was went off and did a Sunday magazine -
we had one at the time - a piece on Mount Baker.
So that's how | got started.

How much did you work with other reporters,
particularly Canadian reporters on this issue? .

It's a highly complicated answer there. There’s a
press gallery in the legislature in Victoria. In order
to cover the government over there you have to
get yourself temporarily credentialed to it. The
press gallery is one of the great packs of our time.
Canada’s freedom of information act laws are
much weaker than they are here, but this is
compensated for by what is called scrum; namely
where reporters surround a politician and will not
allow that palitician to go until the questions have
been answered. And | took to this like a duck to
water and so consequently there is an awful lot of
kind of informal trading of information back and
forth, say, between myself and Von Palmer, who
was the chief columnist for the Vancouver Sun on
the BC legislature. We don't see eye to eye on
things but at the same time, read each other's
columns. And again, from the beginning there’s -
there are all sorts of pictures on the wall of the
press gallery in Victoria. Various crazy things
done over the years in the life of the place. I'm
the only Yank on the board. '

With respect to the Ross dam controversy, is
there a major issue we've missed?

It is just extremely gratifying. | think the Northwest
is better off for that line of decisions and the
outcomes of the late 70’s and early 80’s. The
Magic Skagit is better not to have two five
hundred foot nuclear plant towers in it. It is better
that the Copper Creek dam was not built and you
still have eight miles of salmon spawning habitat,

Joel Connelly (April 17, 2004)
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and bald eagles eating the spawned out salmon.
It's a lot better in the fact that you do not have the
High Ross project and that you still have those red
cedars in the Big Beaver Valley and the eight
miles of the Skagit unflooded on the British
Columbia side of the line. So the decision to not
build did not cause lights to go out in the Pacific
Northwest, but rather for some great natural
places to be preserved and even in the lower -
valley for the farmland to be protected.

Are there other people who were involved who
you think we should be contacting?

| think the list is pretty good as it is there. And
trying to think back for a moment. The only
person | would add to that is see, Steven Rogers,
who was the British Columbia Environment
Minister who negotiated with Bob Royer. He lives
in Vancouver. | haven't seen Steven in a long
time. He went back to flying after he left politics.
He was the Minister of the Environment, later the
Minister of Energy in the cabinets of the Bennett
years.

Joel Connelly (Aprit 17, 2004)
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Jerry Garman (nterviewed April 17, 2004)

Growing up in Seattle, Jerry Garman didn't expect that he would follow his father into a career with
Seattle City Light. In fact, after starting with the public utility in 1978 as an assistant power analyst, he
eventually became deputy power superintendent in 1978, holding that position until he retired in 1992.
As of last year, being manager of his own company in the interim, he had been managing power longer
than anybody else in the Northwest. A self-proclaimed environmentalist, Jerry is a strong advocate of
hydropower, and of raising the Ross Dam to its fullest extent. He continues to enjoy spending time on

Ross Lake and in the North Cascades region.

My father's parents moved here in about 1916.
They stayed for a couple of years, then went back
to Pennsylvaniawhere they came from, then
came back out a year later and stayed
permanently. My Dad went to Interlake grade
school, which is now a shopping center, and to
Lincoln High School. And | went to Interlake,
Hamilton and Lincoln. So, we've been here for
quite a few years. My mother's folks came out
from Ottawa, Canada, originally to Vancouver,
then came across the border to work in the lumber
industry, and they moved into the United States in
about 1928. So we go back about 80 years.

As a practical reality, City Light, I've been part of it
since lwas born. My Dad started with City Light
when |was six months old in 1938 and by the
time Iwas 8 or 9 years old he was Assistant
Safety Manager for the department and | used to

spend a lot of time traveling with him when he had
to go to safety meetings or investigate accidents
or things of that nature. So there was a fair
amount of activity even up on the Skagit River. |
go a long ways back. I can remember one time,
when | was about 10 I guess, my Dad had had to
go up there and interview a bunch of people on
the river becausethere had been a fairly
substantial flood down around Mount Vernon, and
some of the log booms had been displaced in the
flood. So he had to interview the people to find out
when we had released water and how soon - how
long it had taken to travel down the river. He
talked to one old guy who had lived there since
the turn of the century. When he was about 14,
his father went out and found a gold nugget the
size of my fist. So there's some interesting history
about that.

Jerry Garman (April 17,2004)



