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The British Columbia North Cascades Grizzly Bear Project has developed through several overlapping
stages during the first year of SEEC funding. The Project moved from initial assessments, to education
materials development, to community organizing, to local Field Coordinator hiring, to implementation of
widespread education activities. The following narrative overviews key accomplishments during the first
year. Attachments provide information on one-on-one talking points, community contacts made during
the first year, potential brochure distribution sites, and a response to the BC Ministry for the Environment
on Project funding needs. Several comments in the report highlight how selected project components will
be expanded during future work in the North Cascades.

- Initial assessment interviews conducted by the Project Director (Jim Davis) during the ﬁrst quarter of the
project were completed with six British Columbia agency personnel, one First Nations official, and two
environmental NGO members. Feedback from these interviews indicated that there are several programs
in British Columbia similar to the North Cascades Grizzly Bear Project. However, additional resources
focused on the North Cascades were welcomed by all individuals engaged in grizzly bear conservation,
the British Columbia Bear Smart community program, and the British Columbia Bear Aware Program.

Work was also initiated during the first quarter on development of a bear trunk (i.e., bear hides, claws,
teeth, and tracks as well as books and other educational materials) for use by teachers in the Hope,
Chilliwack, Princeton, and Keremeos schools. Work was also initiated on a curriculum component
focused on grizzly bear conservation for incorporation into the learning objectives of British Columbia
schools. The trunk has been completed and the curriculum is under final development during the month
of July 2007. Plans are underway to use the bear trunk in North Cascades schools during the fall of 2007.

The Project expanded in September through coordination with British Columbia conservation officials
and community residents on a Bear Aware Assessment for Sunshine Valley. The Project Director
developed a community survey as the core of the new assessment. Local British Columbia funded staff
with the Bear Aware Program implemented the survey, learning more about local resident’s attitudes
toward grizzly bears and behaviors related to bear safety. The Project Director also participated in a Bear
Smart Assessment in Yale, British Columbia (a formal process sponsored by the BC Ministry for the
Environment that allows communities to work toward designation of Bear Smart status).

Throughout the Project, networking with other British Columbia bear related projects was a high priority.
The Project Director attended a three-day bear conference in Revelstoke, British Columbia with local and
provincial officials bear researchers, NGO representatives, and local citizens. During the spring, the
Project Field Coordinator (see below) spent three days with British Columbia Bear Aware staff during
their spring training in Vancouver. The relationship developed during the training will translate into on-
going coordination between the two projects. The Project Director also provided a briefing on the North
Cascades anzly Bear Project to the BC Minister for Environment (the Honorable Barry Penner).

During the second quarter, a Project Community Group (1.e’, steering committee) for the North Cascades
Grizzly Bear Project was formed. The Group includes Doug Wilson (Fraser River Valley District Parks
Director), Ame Zabell (Fraser River Valley District elected official), Randy McLean (Princeton Mayor),
Jeff Turner (producer of Spirit Bear, Bear Man of Kamchatka, and other films), and Dixon Terbasket -
(environmental coordinator for the Okanogan Nation). Additional Community Group members will be

. recruited to help with planning and implementation of the Project.



After a period of education on grizzly bears and the North Cascades Grizzly Bear Project for its merhbeys,
the Community Group met for the first time on March 29, 2007. The meeting in Princeton focused on the

recent history of grizzly bear recovery in the British Columbla North Cascades, appropriate activities for -

the Field Coordinator, and review of draft language in project education materials. A second Commumty
Group meeting will be scheduled for the fall. Due to the large geographic area covered by the Project,
Community Group meetings will be scheduled only bi-annually (i.e., to reduce travel time and costs).

The North Cascades Grizzly Bear Project Field Coordinator position was filled in March by Brad Hope.
Brad is a rancher and long term resident of the Princeton area. He has extensive experience working with
local communities on the east side of the North Cascades and has many contacts on the west side. Brad is
widely respected by east side community members as the coordinator of successful local opposmon toa
coal fired power plant initially proposed for the Similkameen Valley '

Several core educational materials were developed or finalized during the second and third quarters.
They included one-on-one talking points (see attached) and a slide show for use by the Field Coordinator.
Minor revisions were also made to the Washington State Grizzly Bear Outreach Project brochure to make
it more apphcable to the British Columbia North Cascades context for grizzly bear conservation. Four
thousand copies of the brochure were printed during June 2007. Multiple sites for brochure distribution

have been identified (see attached list) and many other sites will be identified during the summer of 2007. |

The brochure will be distributéd through these sites as soon as it is approved by the Skagit Environmental

~ Endowment Commission Board.

Education work at the local level expanded dramatically after the Field Coordinator was hired in March.
During the spring and early summer 56 one-on-one meetings were held with representatives from
numerous local stakeholder groups (see attachment). Individuals participating in the interviews included
ranchers, teachers, biologists, conservation officers, guide outfitters, conservationists, elected officials,
First Nations representatives, local media, and others. The one-on-one meetings focused on facts about
grizzly bears and grizzly bear conservation in the North Cascades, as well as information on how to live

- safely with bears (see attached talking points).

Local response to the new North Cascades Grizzly Bear Project has been positive overall. About 60% of
those participating in one-on-one interviews expressed support for grizzly bear conservation. About 20%
were neutral and about 20% expressed opposition to grizzly bear conservation. Please note that these
interview “outcomes” were not obtained from a scientifically selected sample and do not represent the
attitudes of North Cascades residents in British Columbia. Comments ranged from very supportive to
“There is no way you will ever get me to support grizzly bears.” One measure of success is that many
interview participants offered to help with the Project (i.e., arrange group presentations, place newspaper
articles, get the message out to First Nations). For example, plans have made for the Field Coordinator to
present information on grizzly bear conservation to more than 1,000 Manning Park visitors this summer

The Field Coordinator is currently working with ranchers and other eastside residents who have viewed or
hope to view Jeff Tumner’s recent film (Bear Man of Kamchatka). This internationally acclaimed film,
produced by a popular local resident, appears to give viewers a personal and intimate sense of human-
bear interactions that is not seen in other films. It also appears to reduce unwarranted fears of bears
among some viewers. A community showing of the film is being planned for Eastgate this summer.

 The British Columbia North Cascades Grizzly Bear Project recently received a request from the BC

Ministry for the Environment to submit ideas for potential Ministry funding of expanded Project
activities. Increased staff support, a survey of North Cascades resident’s attitudes toward grizzly bear
conservation, new signs for posting in recreation areas, and work with First Nations were included in a
one page overview document provided to the Ministry (see attachment). Telephone discussion indicates
that a more detailed description of proposed activities may be requested during the next few months. |
SEEC will be kept fully informed of all future collaboration with the BC Ministry for the Environment.



North Cascades Grizzly Bear Project — Brochure Distribution Sites

Group Presentations (scheduled for fall 2007)

- Schools » \

- Fish and Game Clubs

- Naturalist Clubs

- Other local community organizations

One on one interactions -

Ranchers and others in local community- it is important to be able to leave information

with people after speaking with them.

Parks

- Manning Park
- Cultus lake Park
- Sasquatch Park

All of the above have prograrhs that include Scout Troops end local scheol
children. Manning has extensive back country hiking. Staff WI|| be informed of

the distribution demographic we wish to target

Information / Tourist centers

- Princeton —
- Hope
- Keromeous

Community Centers

- Sunshine Valley

Band Offices

- Penticton Indian Band _
- Upper and Lower Similkameen Bands

Local Businesses

- Eastgate Store
- Others to be added summer 2007
Conservation Officers

- Chilliwack District
- Princeton District




North Cascades Grizzly Bear Project - Brad Hope 2007 Contacts List

Name

April

Bergsma Deb/ Fred
Bibby Gordon
Billingsworth Kirk
Craigie Gordon
Crimmon Wayne
Crowley Rory
Dennis Joe
Dodds Dan
Drisdelle Jacques
Dyer Orville
Holland Dick
Hughes Joanne
Hudginson Janet
Kelly Frank

Kelly Joan

Lincon Bob
Manion Jim

Mec Bride Donna
McCleod Trenna
Mc Connell
McFadden Paul
Montgomery Bill
Nichols Tom ~
Reid David
Robinson Judy
Stevenson Tim
Surgeta Les .
Terbasket Carrie
Thompson Renee
Webnegger Dave

Position

Building Contractor

H S Science Teacher

BC Govt.

Forester/ Weyerhaeuser
Rancher/ Dump Contract
Bear curriculum

Chief Lower Similkameen
Dentist/land owner

Bear Aware

Biologist

Rancher/ contractor
Manning Supervisor
Manning Progam Manager
Retired teacher

"~ Princeton Naturlists

Ret. Govt. Biologist
Alderman/ Resort Operator
Bear Safe

Forester/ Weyerhaeuser
High School Teacher

C/O Chiliwack
Weyerhaeuser

Outdoor Rec

- Medical Doctor

Pres.Otter Fish & Game
Guide/outfitter
Manning Park Supervisor
Enviroment Manager LSIB
Tolko
"Guide/outfitter

Phone

250 285 6460
250 295 6615
250 840 8708
25 295 3281P
250 295 375P
604 733 5366
250 499 5528
250 295 7931
250 398 8609

250 295 6468
250 840 8822

250 295 7743
250295 7743
250 497 8829
250 295 7811
604 869 2636
250 295 3281
250 295 3240

250 295
250 295 6002
250 620 6804
250 499 5sés

250 387 2224
250 499 2280

Email

Location

Tulameen
Princeton
Manning Park

aordon,craigie@weyerhaeuser.com Princeton

jacques@bccf.com

dmcbride@beccorpf.com

tnichols@ven.be.ca

Princeton
Vancouver
Keromeous
Princeton

Penticton
Princeton

Chilliwack
Princeton
Princeton
Penticton
Princeton
Hope
Princeton
Princeton
Hope
Princeton
Republic
Princeton
Princeton

Hope

Keromeous
Merritt

Penticton




May

Maggie Dean

Madeline Schouten
* Darren McDonald

Ken Goudswaard . -

Craig Napope et al

Lenny Schneider

Ernie Lawrence

Monty Montgomery

Jacques Drissdell et al

Frank Lindley

Al Lay

Willis Family

Joe Dennis

June

Kathie Eldred
Bob Wicks et al
Wayne Still
Alex Atamaneko
Janet Hutchison
Paul McFadden
Stuart Phillips
Dave Boucher
Richard Tarnoff
Gerry Wilkin
Bob Oldford

Laké Association Exec.
Naturlist Club

Assistant Editor Chilliwack Times

Editor Chilliwack Times

Tree Planters

Roofer/ Bow hunter

Building Supply Owner
Logger, hunter

Bear Aware Coordinator
Retired Outfitter

Princeton & District C/O
Ranchers/loggers

Chief Lower Similkameen Band

Former parks employee
Princeton Attorney
Orchardist

Member of Parliament

Park Interpretation Coordinator

Conservation Officer
ONA Grand Chief
Owner East Gate Diner

Friends of Similkameen (FOS)

FOS and Museum Archives
East Gate Fire Dept.Assn.

250 295 3867

2502057078 o '
dmcdonald@chilliwacktimes.com

888 386 3366
888 386 3366

250 499 5301
250 295 6938
250 295 7324
250 398 8609

250 295 6661

250 295 6488
250 499 5528

250 840 8834
250 295 3123
250 499 2550
250 365 2792

250 493 0048

250 840 8688 eastgatediner@uniserve.com

250 292 8692
250 292 8101
250 840 8781

editorial@chilliwacktimes.com

bearaware.bc.ca -

Atamanenko. A@parl.gc.ca

ihutch@shawlca

Missizeuela Lake

Osprey Lake Rd. Princeton Dist
Chilliwack '
Chilliwack

Saskatoon

Keromeous

Princeton

Princeton

Williams Lake B.C.

Black Mine Rd. Princeton Dist.

Area H Princeton Dist.
Keromeous

Chain Lakes/East Gate
Princeton

Keromeous

Ottawa Ont./Castlegar BC
Chilliwack

Chilliwack

. Penticton

East Gate/Manning
Headly -
Headly -

~ East Gate/Manning
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Conservation Partnership Center 2007

British Columbia North Cascades
Grizzly Bear Project

One-on-One Talking Points

Use this document as a loose “script” for one-on-one meetings. Of course, this list is
quite long and exhaustive, so be selective according to your audience. Many people will
be interested in all of it, but many will not! Some key points are highlighted, and others
are listed at the end of this document.

o The Grizzly Bear Project’s goal is to promote an accurate understanding of grizzly
' bears and their recovery in the North Cascades through community outreach and
involvement. ,

. An educatlonal prOJect that shares information about bear biology and behavior,
livestock compensation programs.

nd is not promoting any particular recovery measures
including augmentatuon (the addlng of additional bears).

e Jim Davis - Co-Director and a community involvement expert (Conservation

Partnership Center).
e Brad Hope - British Columbia Field Coordinator

he Skagit Environmental
Endowment Commission.

o Historically present in all western states south to the plateau area of Mexico.
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Records from the Hudson Bay forts and trapping companies in the North Cascades
show that in the mid 1800s, over a period of about five years there were 450 grizzly
bear pelts taken from the North Cascades.

Livestock depredation control, habitat deterioration, commercial trapping and
-unregulated hunting were leading causes of the animal’s decline.

Biggest threat to grizzly bears is human-caused mortality.

stlmated BC North Cascades population is 15-20 bears.
Remaining individuals are part of a larger North Cascades population that is shared

- with US. (The US population’is probably about 5-20-bears.) —

Media and hearsay have misrepresented the grizzly bear as a vicious carnivore.
Intelligent, curious animals with excellent memories (particularly regarding food
sources) with good eyesight (much like man), excellent sense of smell (better than a

dog) and very good hearing. _

Grizzly bears are omnivores (they eat animal matter and vegetation). !
They are also opportunistic — and eat
what is available seasonally. (Much of the meat that they eat is winter-killed carrion)

Grizzly bears use their long claws for digging roots, bulbs, plant tubers, rodents and
insects critical to their diet.

- Grizzly bears have a life-span of 20-25 years.

Fernales usually require 50-300 square miles and males 200-500 square miles.
Breeding takes place mid-May to July with most activity in June.
They usually den in late October to November emerge sometime in late March to

- April

Dens are located in high elevation areas (black bears den at Iower elevat:ons)
Embryos do not develop until females enter the den.

1-4 cubs are born in January, weighing less than one pound (average of 1-2 cubs).
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emales usually give birth every 3 years. |

They are naturally shy, retiring creatures that keep away from humans.

. In the last 100 years in the lower 48 states,
18 people have been kllled by grizzly bears. The same number of people are kllled by
domestic dogs every year.!
~ Grizzly bears are less of a threat than cougar - prlmarlly due to their prlmar||y

vegetarian diet, lower numbers and generally non-predatory behavior.

Everybody hears about grizzly bear attacks, but they are exaggerated by the media
and hearsay.
Attacks do occur, but they are very infrequent. When they do, it is usually a result of
inappropriate human behavior.
In the lower 48 during the last 100 years, 18 fatal at:tacks were attributed to anzly
bears, while 8 involved Black bears during the same period.
For example, carelessly stored food or garbage can lead to problems - when a bear
begins to associate humans with food (they have an exceptional memory).
Or, careless rendering of hunter kills, livestock boneyards, or a surprise encounter
when a hiker is not taking precautions or trails are not properly maintained.
However, simple steps can be taken to avoid these problems.

Color and size varies enormously - these traits can not be used as ldentlfymg
characteristics. . _ — ,
Distinguished from black bear by concave/dished face, prominent shoulder hump

(muscle mass), smaller and rounder ears, and longer claws (as long as a human
finger).
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e They generally occupy higher elevation habitat than black bears but there is a lot of
" overlap.

e Grizzly bears are omnivores with an extremely varled mostly vegetarian diet (about

90%).

Natural wetlands are critical to grizzly bears, as are berry crops, alpine meadows and

_ avalanche slopes (exposed vegetation - cntlcal for diet).

o Habitat use changes throughout the season according to the avallabnhty of suitable

- food so bears move according to where the food is (they have an exceptional memory

and ability to learn).

e Spring food sources include winter-killed deer, ants, grasses, horsetail, clover, skunk
cabbage, cow parsnip and other emerging succulent plants.

e Summer food sources are thistle, fireweed, mushrooms, roots, spawning fish, W|Id
berries and countless other plant species.

e Late summer and fall they eat roots and moths in high-elevation areas, also
continuing with berries and other vegetat|on that might enable them to gain weight
for the denning season.

e Our project focuses on:

Learning about the public’s knowledge of and attltudes towards grizzly bears.
Grizzly bear history and facts.

Grizzly bear ecology and behavior.

Sanitation.
Bear safety

O

O O O O O

- a program to help prevent bear-human conflict that results from
bears accessing non-natural foods such as garbage, b|rd feed, compost, fruit,
bar-b-ques etc.

o So, our prOJect helps people learn to coexist safely with bears

e We conduct careful, thorough research in the US to understand what people think and
know about grizzly bears and recovery. This helps us to improve our education i
- project - making sure that we're meeting the real needs on the ground. '
¢ The US North Cascades grizzly bear recovery zone residents demonstrated strong
support for grizzly bear recovery. The survey was consistent with previous polls.
Among the findings from a survey conducted in rural Skagit and Whatcom Counties:
o 81% agree with the following statement: Grizzly bears are an important and
essential component of the North Cascades ecosystem. '



»
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o 76% agree with the following statement: Grizzly bears were here before

humans and have an inherent right to live in the North Cascades.

o 79% disagree with the following statement: There is no need for grizzly bears
in the North Cascades Mountains.

o 86% agree with the followmg statement: Grizzly bears in the North Cascades

o 79% same or more: Would your opinion of grizzly bear recovery be more
supportive, the same, or less supportive if recovery required adding 5-10 bears
into the North Cascades Mountains from another wild population in the US?

between people and bears.

ks with local people to help educate communities and individuals.
is the key to promoting an environment of safe coexistence

« What we want to do is ensure that people’s thoughts and attitudes are based on
accurate facts about grizzly bears.

« We anticipate this will be a long-term project.

1.

2.

3.

- There are a small number of GBs in the NCE - remnants of a much bigger

population that definitely used to occur here. ,

79% of people in the Whatcom and Skagit Counties in the US portion of the ,
recovery area are supportive of GB recovery. The majority of people in other areas
of the North Cascades are also supportive, although the pattern seems to be
slightly less support east of the North Cascades crest than west. ‘

The North Cascades Grizzly Bear Project is a public information service, not an
advocacy campaign - come to us for accurate information about GBs.



N orth Cascades Grizzly Bear Project

‘Current Funding Needs: Submitted to the
BC Ministry for the Environment

Project Staffing and Travel o - | $10,000

Current funding for the North Cascades Grizzly Bear Project includes very limited funds fora -
15% time Project Director and a 40% time Field Coordinator. These funds are inadequate for
implementing an education program that must meet the needs of multiple stakeholder groups
across the large (9,800 km®) Cascades grizzly bear conservation area. Success of the Project is
directly related to our capacity to meet one-on-one with multiple stakeholders to listen carefully
to their thoughts about grizzly bear conservation in the Cascades. Encouraging bear smart
behaviors requires comprehensive programs at the community level that reach everyone with the
information they need to prevent bears from becoming a problem for the whole community.
There are more than 10 small communities in the Cascades grizzly bear conservation area that
must be reached. Funds will be used to communicate with a broader array of stakeholders and to
increase the travel budget for work on the west side of the Cascades.

Survey of Resident’s Knowledge, Attitudes, and Behaviors ' ‘ ) $6,000

Education and outreach programs can be designed and implemented much more effectively when
information is available on the baseline knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors (e.g., home garbage
management) of the audience. Surveys have been conducted in the Washington North Cascades,
but information is not available for residents of the British Columbia Cascades. Results from

~earlier surveys can be found on the Grizzly Bear Outreach Project webpage (www.bear.info.org).
The Defenders of Wildlife has committed $10,000 toward a survey on grizzly bear conservation
inthie BC Cascades. Additional partners are needed to secure the total of $20,000 required for
designing the survey methodology, developing the survey questionnaire, implementing the -
survey (500+ local residents), and analyzing/communicating the survey results.

First Nations Participation in Grizzly Bear Conservation : ~ $6,000

First Nations have had a close relationship with grizzly bears for centuries. Their knowledge and
perspective on grizzly bear conservation are essential for developing effective information and
education programs for Cascades residents.  The Cascades Grizzly Bear Project would like to
collaborate with First Nations in or near the Cascades grizzly bear conservation area to more
fully understand First Nations values regarding grizzly bears and to incorporate these values into
programming for First Nations members, as well as the broader public. Funds will be used to
identify and more broadly communicate-oral histories of First Nations’ interactions with grizzly
bears and roles that grizzly bears play in First Nations’ culture in the BC Cascades.

On-Site Information Dissemination - .. $3,000

The Cascades Grizzly Bear Project has adequate resources for producing information and
-education materials that reach residents of the Cascades. However, visitors to the Cascades also
need information and guidance on how they can recreate safely with grizzly bears. The Project
would like to collaborate with Provincial land managers and Conservation Officers to provide
information on grizzly bears to this key constituency. Funds will be used to develop signs,
information kiosks, and other materials that will be posted at frequently used recreation sites.


http://www.bear.info.org

The Bear

Bears and Humans

I n

Necessities

the NoOrth Cascades

Tips for living, working, and recreating safely in bear country

If you spend time in the North Cascades, the chances of seeing a black bear are quite high. You are much less likely to see a grizzly bear (there are fewer than twenty in the North

Cascades). Watching bears in their natural environment from a safe, respectable distance can be thrilling. Bears are far more likely to enhance your wilderness experience than spoil

itt. Knowing how to interpret their behavior and act responsibly is part of the thrill of sharing forests and mountains with wildlife. Encounters with aggressive bears are very rare-the vast

majority of bears want to avoid humans. Many thousands of people live, work, and recreate in bear country and many experience the excitement of seeing bears.

By being responsible in bear country, you can help ensure the safety of people and bears. Sanitation and common sense are the keys to preventing problems. Remember, food and

odors attract bears. Carelessly stored human food, livestock feed, garbage, and even barbeque grease and bird seed can attract bears and keep them coming back. Do not allow a

bear to get a food reward and associate that reward with humans-you may endanger yourself and other people, and the outcome is often the unnecessary death of a bear.

This poster describes simple ways to be Bear Smart: avoid conflicts with both grizzly bears and black bears at your home, at your ranch, in your
campground, or on a backcountry trail. Remember to always keep your distance from bears.

At your home or ranch

¢ Do not leave human food outside where bears
can find it

« Store garbage indoors or in bear-resistant
garbage cans.

« Make sure that bird feeders, birdseed, suet,
and hummingbird mixes ere not accessible to
a bear.

« Consider feeding birds only in winter months,
when they need it most and when bears are
denned.

« Pick fruit from trees on your property regularly.
Clean up rotting fruit on the ground around
trees.

« Make livestock feed and pet food inaccessible
to bears, especially at night.

« Avoid the use of outdoor refrigerators. They
may attract bears.

« Store odorous food scraps such as fish and
meat bones in the freezer until garbage day.

« Haul garbage to a sanitary disposal site as
frequently as possible to avoid odors.

« [fyou have a pick-up service, put garbage out
shortly before the truck arrives, not the night
before.

« Keep barbecue grills clean and free from
grease. Store them inside, if possible.

« Surround beehives with electric fencing (at least 6000 volts) or elevate them on platforms 5-6 meters off the
ground.

« Enclose compost bins with chain link or electric fencing (at least 6000 volts).
« Don't put fish, meat, or fruit into your compost.

¢ Use lime in your compost to reduce odors.

« Keep pets inside at night, if possible.

« Reduce oat and pellet spillage by feeding livestock from buckets.

« If possible, haul dead livestock to a rendering plant or landfill immediately.

¢ When used, "boneyards" should be located well away from areas of human use. Change the carcass
disposal location frequently so that bears will not habitually return to the same spot.

« Use electric fencing (at least 6000 volts) around livestock bedding grounds to keep bears and other carnivores
away.

« Remember: ff bears have gotten into your garbage or livestock feed, remove the attractant immediately.
Repeated use of a site by bears is much harder to stop than a single instance.

« Read about being Bear Smart at home: www.bearinfo.org/bearsmart.htm

« Think ahead and be prepared. It is possible to avoid a bear confrontation by being knowledgeable and alert.

« Travel in a group and during daylight hours.

« Talk or sing songs as you walk, especially in dense brush where visibility is limited, near running water, or
when the wind is in your face. Bears may feel threatened if surprised. Your voice will help a bear to identify
you as human. If a bear hears you coming, it will usually avoid you.

« Traveling by horseback in bear country is considered very safe.

¢ Learn about and watch for bear sign. Overturned rocks or broken-up, rotten logs can be a sign that a bear
has been foraging for grubs or insects, Claw marks on trees, scats, tracks in the dirt or snow, berries on the
ground, plant root diggings, or fur on the bark of trees are all signs that a bear has been in the area.

« Stay away from abundant food sources and dead animals. Bears may be foraging in the area or protecting
a carcass.

« Avoid using scented toiletries and hair products.

« Keep dogs on a leash and under control. Dogs may fight with bears and lead them back to you.

« Never approach or feed wildlife, especially a bear.

« Consider carrying a bear pepper spray as a bear deterrent. t may help in an encounter with an aggressive bear.

« More safety information at: www.bearinfo.org/bearsafety.htm

fishin
« Follow the guidelines for campers, hikers, and horse packers. Be alert at all times.
« [fyou kil a game animal, immediately field dress the animal and move the carcass at least 100 meters from
the gut pile.
« If you must leave the carcass, hang it, in pieces if necessary, at least 5 meters from the ground. Leave the

carcass where you can see it from a distance. When you retumn to the carcass, observe it with binoculars
from a distance and make noise as you approach.

« f a bear has claimed the carcass, leave the area immediately anc report the incident to the proper
authorities.

« Don't leave fish entrails on shorelines of lakes and streams. Sink entrails deep in water.

Two brown/grizzly bear cubs of the year, or COYs, in a sedge meadow. Sedges are an important part of a bear's diet.

« First, be aware of your surroundings. Look at
them from a bear's perspective. Investigate
your site before setting up camp and then
establish a clean camp that is free from odors.

¢ Avoid camping next to trails or streams as
bears and other wildlife use these as travel
routes.

« Avoid camping near natural bear food sources
such as berry bushes.

« Never camp near an animal carcass,
garbage, or bear sign such as tracks, scat,
or tree scratchings.

¢ Remember the 100 meter rule: locate your
cook area and food cache at least 100 meters
downwind from your tent.

« Pitch tents facing your cook area in case a
bear enters camp from that direction. Arrange
tents so that a bear has a clear escape route
out of camp.

Food storage

*« Never leave food unattended
campsite, unless it is properly stored.

in your

« Do not bring food or odorous non-food items
into your tent. This includes chocolate, candy,
wrappers, toothpaste, perfume, deodorant,
feminine hygiene products, insect repellent,
and lip balm.

' Felton

Avoid canned foods with strong odors such as tuna.

Place food in bear-resistant storage containers (available at some campgrounds) or store it in your
vehicle.

Where this is not possible, cache your food by placing it inside several layers of sealed plastic bags (to
reduce odor) and a stuff-sack (waterproof dry-bags work well). Then hang it as described below.

Find two trees that are 7 meters apart and hang the bags between them using nylon cord and a carabiner.
Bags must be at least 5 meters from the ground. Some campgrounds provide communal bear wires for this
purpose.

ff two trees are not available, sling your bags over the branch of one tree. Bags must be at least 5 meters
from the ground, 2 meters out from the trunk, and two meters below any branch that can support a bear's
weight.

Don't forget! When caching your rood and garbage you'll need: 30 meters of strong nylon accessory cord
(3mm minimum) and a carabiner lo attach bags to cord.

Remember to hang pots, utensils, cosmetics, used feminine hygiene products, toiletries, and any other odorous
items with your food and garbage.

Another option is a portable bear resistant food container (BRFC). These can be or purchased at outdoor
recreation stores.

Livestock feed should be stored in the same way as human food.

Cooking

Locate your cooking area at least 100 meters downwind from your tent.

Never cook or eat in your tent. Food smells may attract bears and other wildlife.

Avoid cooking greasy or odorous foods.

Wash all dishes and cans immediately after eating. Wash the dishes and dump the dishwater at least 100
meters from your campsite.

If possible, remove the clothing you wore while cooking before going to sleep. Store these clothes in your
vehicle or with your food and garbage (see above).

Garbage disposal/storage

Never leave garbage unattended, unless it is properly stored.

Do not bury your garbage. Animals will easily dig it up.

Garbage should be deposited in bear-resistant garbage cans or stored in your vehicle until it can be
dumped.

Where this is not possible, hang garbage in the same way as food (see above).

Remember: "pack it in, pack it out." This includes ALL garbage (including biodegradable items such as
orange peels or apple cores).

In your coi

Promote the use of community bear resistant dumpsters.

Support local businesses and families that take Bear Smart sanitation steps.

Encourage the use of bear alert programs to share information on bear activity among community
members.

Strongly discourage the feeding of bears by tourists or other residents.

Reduce the availability of natural bear food sources in and around parks, schools, and green spaces.
Encourage Bear Smart design and management of trails, campgrounds, and parks.

Help your community to become Bear Smart.



