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Summary

Scott, K.J., M.E. Thomey and M.J. Staley. 1995. MS. Assessment of the 1994 Skagit River Sport
Fishery. B.C. Environment, Lands and Parks. Fish and Wildlife Management Reg. Fish. Rep. No.
LM185, by Scott Resource Services. 68p. +append.

An on-site survey of the Canadian Skagit and Sumallo Rivers trout fisheries was conducted
during the summer and fall of 1994. The primary objective was to replicate a survey first
conducted in 1986 and subsequently replicated in 1990 and 1992 to monitor changes in angler
effort and success. In all four surveys, information on angler characteristics and social carrying

capacity was also collected.

From July 1 to October 31, 1994, total angler effort was estimated at 27,967 hours. Overall,
angler use in the 1994 séason increased 43% from 1992. At the lower Skagit River effort was up
.by more than 30% from 1992 and was more than double the effort in 1986 or 1990. At the
upper Skagit River, 1994 effort increased by 93% from 1992 and was more than double that of
1990 or 1986. Angler effort and the number of interviews obtained at the Sumallo River were
low and parameter estimates from this area should be regarded with caution although 1994 effort

increased substantially over previous years.

Angler success for rainbow trout (0.74 fish per hour) was similar to 1992 (0.69 fish per hour) but
significantly increased from both the earlier surveys (1986: 0.43 fish per hour; 1990: 0.36 fish per
hour). The increase in catch rates in all areas can probably be attributed to reduced harvest in the

reservoir since 1990 and undepleted fish abundance in the river due to the catch and release

regulations.

The 1994 estimated catch df 21,941 rainbow trout was a 48% increase over 1992 (14,786) and a
significant increase from 1990 (5,305 trout) and 1986 (5,605 trout). The rainbow catch at the
lower Skagit (17,301) was 41% higher than in 1992 (12,286) and about quadruple the estimated
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catch in both 1990 (3,925) and 1986 (4,301). At the upper Skagit, the estimated catch of 3,369
rainbow trout increased by more than 50% from 1992 and almost tripled that of 1990 or 1986. A
dramatic increase in estimated catch was evident at the Sumallo River, although the magnitude of the
catch was small (1,271 fish) compared to the Skagit River areas. The general increase in catch in all
areas was the result of moderately higher angler success combined with substantially increased angler

effort.

The estimated catch of Dolly Varden char (376 fish) increased from 1992 (140 fish), 1990 (106 fish)
and 1986 (115 fish). Dolly Varden were reported caught in the Sumallo River which had no reported
captures in 1990 or 1992.

Trends in the major fishery statistics since 1986 indicate some major objectives and goals stated in
the Skagit River Management Plan (Neuman 1988) have been realized. The catch and release
regulation on the river, and the restrictive regulations both British Columbia Environment, Lands and
Parks and Washington State Department of Wildlife have implemented on Ross Reservoir
demonstrates these agencies have taken significant action to reduce harvest and protect and enhance
the "wild" fish stocks. With the increase in angler effort in 1994, angler use has exceeded the
management goal level of 3,600 angler days per year. However, with the apparent good supply of
fish and relatively uncrowded conditions, the Skagit and Sumallo River fishing experience is still rated
high quality by anglers. The management goal for angler success of one fish per hour has been
achieved in the lower Skagit River during the peak months of the fishery (July through September).

However, catch rates have not reached this level in the upper Skagit or Sumallo Rivers.

The high level of awareness and endorsement of the special fegulations that have been implemented
both in the Skagit River and Ross Reservoir and the paucity of complaints about any aspect of the
fishery indicatesk Skagit and Sumallo River anglers are generally satisfied with the inanagement of the
Skagit/Ross system fisheries.
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